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I ſhall be directed, by my conſcience, to take a part 
againſt my conſtituents, I ſhall act contrary to their 
wiſhes, but not to their intereſts. - I differ from them on 
the nobleſt principle, namely, from the conviction of 
being in the right; And it will ſtand on record, that one 
man had virtue enough to oppoſe his conſtituents, when 


his judgment aſſured him they were in the wrong. | 
| BURKE. 


The lenity of Government, which in other ſtates is a 
bleſſing, is, in this, a real misfortune. The liberty of the 
preſs, and the liberty of ſpeech are bleſlings of the greateſt 
magnitude ; but the lenity of Government in not drawing 
the line and fixing the diſtintion between a virtuous free · 
dom and a traiterous licentiouſnels, is a misfortune of ſo 
alarming a nature that we are inſecure with the Fal/e 
Delicacy of ſo mild a Government. 

| The FaLsE ALARM! 
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Ma DAM! 
F there is a bold ſingularity in 
dedicating a work of a political 
nature to Your Majeſty, who, with 
great virtue and diſtinguiſhed wiſ- 
dom, does not interfere with. the 
conſtitutional authorities of the 
ſtate, of which you are the brighteſt 
ornament ; there is alſo a proof of 
judgment | in humbly ſubmitting it 


to 
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to the conſideration of an enlighten- 


ed Princeſs; who, being unbiaſſed by 


partial motives and party-purpoſes, 
will eonſider the true principles of 
this free Government, and the real 


tendency, of our national wiſdom 


and virtue, with eyes that are not 
eclipſed by political paſſions, and 
with a heart that is not diverted from 


Truth and public virtue, by prepoF 


ſeſſions and prejudices, 


A MIND totally unbiaſſed by par- 
tial conſiderations and uninfluenced 


by party-motives—=A mind the moſt 


penetrating, 1 liberal and generous, is 

certainly the fitteſt to Jadge of the 
general principles of Government 
and of national utility. 2 


fi} 5 


vob Majeſty will ſee, with your 


own eyes, and judge with your own 


+ 


heart 


(ww) 
heart, of the excellency of our con- 
ſtitution. And ſucceſſively, like the 
beauty of virtue and the deformity 
of vice, your Majeſty will ſee the de- 
luuſion with which party-men oppoſe 
the authorities of the ſtate, and the 
infatuation of their adherents, who 
deſtroy their own ſecurity and hap- 
pineſs by weakening the means 
which the wiſdom and virtue of 
ages have provided for the general 
prefervation. 


A cod vic tox of theſe i important | 
truths will naturally lead a mind ſo 
truly noble and exalted, as your 
Majeſty's, to lament an inconſiſtency 
that does little honor to the charac. 
ter of this ſpirited nation: I mean, 
Madam, the inconſiſtency through | 
which ſome men have ſo little pub- 
lic virtue, and fo little regard for 
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their own happineſs, as to oppoſe the 
bleſſings which are founded: on the 


conſtitutional {and - neveſſiry exer- 
ER _ OY * 


HS 


„Gngar! as Aae ablurduvy 17 and 
Mckeche misfortune, yet every days. 


experience. convinces us of the ex- 


iſtence of this is mfelanchol y cru th. 


War LLE your Majeſty irh che moſt 
acute penetration, perceives the glo- 


rious cauſe of his Majeſty's great. 


neſs, and, with the moſt maſterly 
judgement, diſcovers the fatal tend- 


ency of principles that ſap the 
foundation and defeat the glory f 


as amiable a Monarch as ever filled 


and adorneda Throne; there is every 


Reaſon to believe that a due atten- 
tion to the cauſe and ta the conſe- 
quences will inſpire your Majeſty 

with 
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Gr) 
with. a wiſh that the ſource of our 


national happinefs may, in future, 


be better underſtood; to prevent 
thoſe ' domeſtic evils and national 


calamities which have alarmed and 
endangered the nation ſo much as 


to threaten the ſubverſion . ** 
1 's — 2 
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00 a An, kings it is is pubbely 
known and '' admired; as your 


Majeſty's exalted virtues are, will 


undoubtedly. inſpire his Majeſty's 


ſubjects ; and, from ſuch a bright 


and illuſtrious example, they will be 
animated in the glotious - cauſe of 
their country. | 


Taz firſt lep to its ſerntiey 
and proſperity is that suBORDTNA- 
TION, which every wiſe ſtate neceſ- 
farily requires; and that cone1- 
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DENCE in the conſtitutional authori- 

ties of the nation, which is the 

groundof our ſecurity and happi- 

neſs, and without which human 

viſdom and virtue can have no good 
r | 


14 
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Ir will not be ſaid, moſt excellent 
Princeſs, that, in time of war and 
danger, the bare wiſhies of an amiable 
Queen will not have an effect in pro- 
portion to the importance of the 
cauſe. The effect will be admitted 
to its greateſt extent. Although the 
Engliſh, as Addiſon. obſerves, are 


free-thinkers in Religion and poli- 
tics, yet their devotion to your 
Majeſty is great and ſincere; and, as 


it is founded on the conviction and 
admiration of the moſt exalted virtues, 
ſo it will be permanent. 


| As 


{I} 

As they know your Accompliſh- 
ments exalt human nature and add 
luſtre to a Throne, ſo it is an act of 
juſtice to the underſtanding and 


virtue of his Majeſty's ſubjects, to 
ſay they admire them with great 


devotion. They have, therefore, 
the greateſt confidence in the wiſhes 


ofa Princeſs, moſt amiable and dear 


to the nation, which, like the pray- 
ers of Hezekiah, will draw down 
bleſſings and aſſiſtance from Heaven, 
from whence all true help muſt. 
come. 


In this production there is one 
ſubject of national deluſion, in par- 
ticular, to which I humbly beg your 
Majeſty's indulgence, becauſe it in- 
terferes with the preſent dignity and. 
the future glory of the Crown; and, 
under a pretence of juſtice and. 
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only the greateſt jewel but to re- 
move. the . greateſt _ ſecurity of the 


Imperial Crown of Great Britain. 


: Your Majeſty's acute penetra=. 


Ihe fluence of the Crown.” ' 


1 


- Mary have been the words and 
great the waſte of time upon this 
important ſubject. In a mixed Go- 


vernment, like this, a jealouſy of the 


component parts of the conſtitution 


is natural, and that jealouſy is the 
ſtrongeſt between the laſt and the 
firſt eſtates. The laſt will naturally 
and may virtuoufly dread the firſt. 
The fears of the people have been 
welt founded under ſeveral Princes, 


and then their jealouſy, however it 


might {ſometimes be miſtaken, was 
dh virtuous, 
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(t 
virtuous; it was noble, breathing the 
ſpirit of a free and brave people. 
But is there a ſhadow of reaſon for 
fears of this ſort under a Prince» 
who, as a man, exalts human na- 
ture, as a Sovereign, adds luſtre to a 
throne? A Monarch who, with as 
much truth as the immortal Roman, 
may be ſtiled the Humans, Generis 
Deliciæ the Father of his People, 
and the admiration of other nations. 


UR Princes of the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover the influence of 
the Crown is not apublic misfortune, 
but a national bleſſing. As the in- 
fluence of the Sovereign will natu- 
rally increaſe with the glory of the 
nation, ſo it will leſſen with its mis- 
fortunes. Every true friend, there- 


fore, of this country neceſſarily 


wiſhes to ſee it increaſe, becauſe it is 
-. 
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* ſureſt ſign of the increaſing 
wealth, power, and 1 of the 


nation. * 5 Ne 
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Ir I have been ſo fortunate as to 
point out the true canſe of our na- 
tional glory, and the obſtacles which 
either weak or treacherous friends 
throw in the way of our fame and 
happineſs, with that candor which 
becomes a ſubject of fuch import- 
ance; I ſhall hope, for the credit and 
advantage of the nation, that the 
deluded part of the people will have 
the wifdom to diſcover their error, 


infatuation that defeats the nobleſt 
purpoſes of His Majeſty's Govern- 


| ſecure, 


and the virtue to recover from an 


ment, and deſtroys thoſe bleſſings 
which an excellent conſtitution and 
a molt amiable Sovereign wiſh to 


E 


ſecure, to render all His Majeſty's ſub- 
jects happy, great and flouriſhing, 


That your Majeſty may long, very 
long, enjoy every bleſſing that Hea- 
ven can beſtow, is the reſpectful 
prayer of him who has the honor to 
ſubſcribe, 


MapanM, 
Your M aj eſty's 


moſt devoted Servant. 


THE AUTHOR. 
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Every Motive is Fl — ler ian 10 gl 
Public Good, whatever may be the Effect. 


' ADDISON. 


OTHING tends ſo effectually 
| to the diſcovery and advance- 

ment of Truth, as the detection and 
ſuppreſſion of Falſchood. Nothing, 
therefore, can ſo eaſily and forcibly 
ſhew, to the ſenſible and ſpirited 
people of this free ſtate, the true 
principles of their excellent conſtitu- 
A | tion, 
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/that of ſocial vice will ſet political 
/ like moral virtue in the ſtrongeſt 
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tion, as a diſcovery of the falje prin- 
ciples of the leaders of oppoſition 


e Government, commonly called 
the Minority; and the unhappy de- 


Joſion of their partiſans. | 


"_ 


ena TY 


Tus deforncity of political like 


light; and, by a thorough convic- 


tion of the deluſion of the one, and 


the advantage of the other, ſuch of 


His Majeſty's ſubjects as have been 
miſinformed and deccived, by the 
artful profeſſions of deſigning men, 


will be aſhamed of the error into 


which they have been led, and re- 
turn to a ſenſe of their intereſt and 
their duty; by placing a proper and 
neceſſary confidence in the conſtitu- 
tional powers of the- nation, inſtead 
of truſting any longer to noiſy de- 
| clamation, 
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clamation, and to the profeſſions of 
men who oppoſe every meaſure of 
Government, right or wrong; not 
from any love either for the People 
or the Conſtitution, but merely with 
a view to promote the purpoſes of 
their own party, 


1 
A | 
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THERE is a noble quality of the 
Hafan mind, peculiar to the ſen- 
ſible and ſpirited people of this 
country, which does infinite honor 
to their heads and hearts. It is this: 
Notwithſtanding the Perſonal-Pre- 
poſſeſſions, and the ſtrong Party-Pre- 
judices of ſome men, (occaſioned by 
miſrepreſentation and deluſion) yet, 
ſo powerful is public virtue, and ſu- 
perior to every private and party 
conſideration in the minds of the 
People, in general, that, when Truth 
is pointed out to them, with temper 

wt A 2 : and 


(66 : 


and candor, they will: W 
their conviction, and condemn the 
means which have been uſed to im- | 
poſe on their credulity and * = 
nature: 4 e 4 
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Tris Sl of truch aud Juſtice 
| eminently diſtinguiſhes the Engliſh 
nation, and does them infinite ho- 
/ nor. It is a national virtue of a 
moſt exalted nature, by which Mi- 
niſters have nothing to apprehend 
from the diſpleaſur e of the people, 7 
while they are conſcious of the beſt 
intentions for the Public Good. Y 
, The Community at lar ge are too 

| Juſt and too generous, to condemn 
them for meaſures which prove inef- 1 
fectual, when they have every rea- 1 5 
ſon to give them credit for their 1 
good i in rentions and beſt endeayours. 
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War degree of credit ought to 
be given, by the People, to the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration, or to the Mino- 
rity, who oppoſe Government, will 
be reſpectfully left to the good ſenſe 
and candor of the Public, aſter a 
ſhort but candid conlideration of the 
falſe principles of the Minority, and 
of the true principles of the Conſti- 
tution, which they either groſsly 
miſtake, or egregiouſly miſrepre- 


# 


ſent. 


1 | - ſuch a time of national cala- 
4 * mity and danger, as the preſent, it 
mn ſeems to be a duty incumbent on 
= every good Citizen to contribute his 
oF mite to the defence and ſupport of 
* it . that nationaland neceſſary AUTHO- 
3s RITY by which all his rights are 

eſtabliſhed, and all the enjoyments 
of civil liberty are ſecured, 
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TH 1s reſpect for, and confidence 


in the legiſlative and executive 
| powers of the ſtate is called Su Box- 
/DINATION; which, in my appre- 


\ . is as neceſſar y to the body 


\ \politic as nouriſhment 1s to che body 
cor porate. 
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In compliance with this part of 
my duty to an excellent King, and 
to an indulging Government, I have 

long endeavoured to ſhew that the 
arguments, in general, againſt 


Adminiſtration, are grounded on 


groſs miſrepreſentation, and upon 


dangerous deluſion ; and that the 
competency of the People to 


counteract, or, even to interfere 
in the meaſures, or operations of 


the Executive Power, is as abſurd 
in IDEA, as it would be dange- 
rous iu its CONSEQUENCE.” 
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To ſhew this in the cleareſt light, 
and to the conviction of men of 
fenſe and candor, I have frequently 
maintained that, « the authority of 
& the People of England is totally 
+ abſorbed in the Parliament that 
the Vox Populi is only to be heard 
„in the Senate; and that the Mem- 
« bers are not refponſible to their 
«*« Conſtituents,” Becauſe the body 
of a free people, or the conſtituent 
Part, for the collective body, have 
freely and conflitutionally delegated 
their whole power in the commu- 
nity to repreſentatives of their own 
choice, without any reſtriction or re- 
ſervation whatſoever. 


Tus doctrine, though extreme- 
ly ſimple and ſcrupulouſly juſt, has 
raiſed the voice of FACTION againſt | 
me, and their Champions oppoſe me 
with 
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„ 
with the words of Sidney, who ſays, 


King) is created; can only judge 
\ 
| * office or not; nor can they be de- 
Nh « prived' of this natural right, on 
* any pretence whatever; they who 
| © give a power can only judge whe- 
| © ther it be applied to their welfare, 


or turned to their ruin.“ 


8 


[ul 
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„ 22 — P 


I DESIRE leave to enter a proteſi 
againſt the doctrine of Sidney: It 
is a doctrine abſurd in the extremes 
to which it has been carried, it is in- 
compatible wich permanent order 
and regular ſyſtem. 


1 allow that the chief Magiſtrate or 
not touſe fo confinedan expreſſion as 
the Rebublicans) the legiſlativeand ex 
ecutive; powers, as well as the ſubordi- 

| Nat= 


| ll mW / 
18 8 


« Thepeople for whom, and hy whom, 
the chief Magiſtrate (meaning the 


« whether Hz rightly performs his 


E 


hate authorities, (which are the com · 
ponent, parts of Goverment) were 
created by the people, and for the 
purpoſes of civil ſociety ; that is, they 
originated with the collective body 
of a free-people, and as they were 
intended for the general good, ſo they 
were, by conſequence, accomodated 
to the good uſes, to the falutary 
purpoſes, and the wiſe ends of the 
community at large. But although 
Legiſlation and neceſſary Govern- 
ment originated with, and were un- 
deniably formed by the people into 
an happy: conſtitution, it by no 
means follows that they (who are the | 
laſt of a threefold-power) ſhanld, juſt 

as caprice directs, of pique of party 
ſuggeſts, have the diſpoſal of the 
whole, and diſſolve that happy frame 
of laws—that admirable ſyſtem of 
(overnment—that wiſe equilibrium 
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. 
ö of authority, which is ſo judiciouſſy 
) calculated, by human virtue and 
] wiſdom, to promote and ſecure the 
ö general happineſs ! 


AND ſince the people cannot, 
/ either conſtitutionally or reaſonably, 
ſet aſide what has been legally eſtab- 
\ liſhed, as a fundamental principle 
of Government, ſo neither are they 
', the only judges whether the chief 
' Magiſtrate (to uſe their Rebublican 

idea of a Britiſh King) perform well 

his royal office or not. And there- 

fore, though the celebrated Sidney 
maintains this tobe © a natural right 
& in the people, of which they can- 


deny it; and to contend that they 
have no natural rights whatſoever, 
more than are conſiſtent with their 


© not be deprived, under any pre- 
© tence whatſoever,” I am bold to 


1 | | ſhare: 


wy 

ſhare of the conſtitution of this free 
ſtate. Let fancy paint freedom in 
her looſeſt robes I ſhall not yield to 
the influence of the deluſion! 


Tux idea of national liberty, in 
a mixed Government, ariſes from 
popular notions of the ſacred rights of 
the people, which are greatly exagge- 

rated, and, conſequently, greatly miſ- 
taken by popular writers, who pre- 
tend they are natural and unaltera- 
ble privileges of the ſubject; where- 

as I contendthatthey are notabſolute, 
but conditional, temporary and re- 
vocable Privileges. As a proof of 
this doctrine it ſhould be remember- 
ed that the Sovereign of a limited 
Monarchy cannot make popular con- 
ceſſions, or grant privileges to the 
people * incompatible with the au- 


* Alluding to Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights. 
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(3 
thority and "Intereſt of the fate 
And therefore, whatever was the 
motive Tor granting them, or the 
means by which they..were obtained, 
it is certain that they can have no 
legal, as they never had any conf{z- 
tutional exiſtence, after they are 
found to operate contrary to the 


<ſtabliſhed authority and the intereſt 


of the community 
.* 

Tux legiſlature is the ſupreme 
authority of the nation, The com- 
ponent parts having no ſeparate 
legiſlative exiſtence they may proper- 


* be ſaid to be ſubject to the 
general power of the conſtitu- 
tion, without whoſe concurrence they 


cannot ſeparately” exiſt. 


Even the prerogative of the crown 


is definable by the fame conſtitutional 


authority. Nor is this ſupreme power 
incom- 


. 


613 


incompatible with the dignity of the 
Crown; for it cannot be better ſecur- 


ed than by the good ſenſe and virtue 
of the legiſlature, upon which our 
preſent moſt gracious Soverign has 
uniformly relied. 


Wir regard to the pretended 
natural power of the people of this 
Free country, it is, as Thave obſerved, 
a notion as groundleſs as it is ex- 
travagant. The collective and con- 
ſtituent bodies are mere cyphers in 
the ſtate. Mere forms without power, 
which they cannot have untill they 
are acknowleged as conſtitutional 
authorities, and become, as ſach, a part 
of the legiſlature. That acknowleg- 
ment alone can conſtitute national 
freedom, which, at preſent, is nomi- 
nal. The people's rights are abſo- 
weh conveyed to, and totally ab- 

ſorbed 
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ebGorbed in the Parliament. The 
collective body have not even the 


Aalom of power. The popular 
voice may be raiſed, but it has ne 


. * — 8 


conſtitutional right to force a hear- 


ing. Nor has the conſtituent body 


any power but a temporary one, of 


very ſhort duration, which does not 
in the ſmalleft degree, after 
_ have delegated it totally and 
| abſolutely. to their repreſentatives. 
[ All popular privileges are calculated 


for the times. Hence privileges 


n at one period may, with 
} | equal authority and juſtice, be ſuſ- 


) pended at another. Nothing, there- 
\ fore, can be more abſurd and impoli- 


| tic than the caprice and violence 
with which popular writers and 
ſpeakers oppoſe the executive power; 
fincei it is evident that the rights they 


t much boaſt of, may all be 


fu 


639. 

ſuſpended, or taken away, when- 
ever it becomes neceſſary; that is, 
when the people have not ſenſe and 
virtue enough to preſerve them. 
Mvuc ſtreſs. has been laid upon 
the natarad rights of the people; 
and yet this boaſted right is no 
other, in my, apprehenſion, than a 
conſtituent right, or right of the 
conſtituent body (for the people at 
large have no right: I mean they 
have no authority in legiſlation, as 
their power or intereſt, in the ſtate is 
confined to the conſtituent body) 
And this conſtituent right is formal 
and very temporary; that body 
(which for form's ſake repreſents, the 
collective body) is paſſive, being ob- 
lged, at certain periods, to delegate 
the whole authority of the people, 
irrecoverably, for a limited number 
of years, to Repreſentatives of their 

own 
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own. choice; not of the People's 
choice; for they have none, but of 


the conſtituent body. And the Re- 


N 


— 


EP; rt; Ft 


preſentatives, ſo choſen by their con- 
iwents, | are called the Repreſenta- 


tives; of; the People, becauſe they 


poſſeſs i in the great National Aſſem- 
bly all the right, intereſt and autho- 


'rity which the People, or Commons 
of Great Britain, are intitled to in 
the nation; although it is pretty 


evident that they repreſent their 
- conſtituents, the People at large 
being mere cyphers in the ſtate, 
without the ſhadow of authority; 
and, therefore, their pretenfions are 
the effect of miſinformation and po- 


pular deluſion; for 1 repeat that, 


although the People raiſe their voice 
and. claim great influence in the 
ſtate, 2 have no legal right to a 
hearin - as their claim, from what 


Ale 


* 7 . I 
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Gh) 
have ſhewn, has not any conſtitu- 
tional exiſtence; nay, it is ſo repug- 
nant to the conſtitution, that, was. 
their claim admitted, it would de- 
{troy the order of things and aboliſh 
the conſtituent and repreſentative: 
powers; and the anarchy and confu- 
= "fion which the Government, or in- 
a "a terpoſition of the collective body, or 
x people at large, would! occaſion, 
—_ would neceſſarily annihilate the 
Fl happy conſtitution and the peculiar 
ſecurities and bleſſings of this free 
ſtate. The interpoſition of what is 
_ underſtood, by the People, that is, 
the collective body or community at 
large, in the legiſlative and executire 
powers of the ſtate is as dangerous 
as It 1s unconſtitutional. Of this 
danger the nation ſeems to have 
been aware in the formation of legi- 
ſlation and government; and, there- 
„ C fore, 


a 


68 
fore, great care was taken to con- 
fine the People's ſhare to a few, 
| comparatively, who are called the 
Bp: _  ) conſtituent body; from their conſti- 
1 6 rating and appointing, in the name 
ils and for the purpoſes of the whole 
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{ Commons, Repreſentatives, to exer- 


11 1 / ciſe all the right, and title of the 
| | people, in legiſlation and govern- 
| , ment, without reſervation or * 
Ja of revocation. 


* 


THTs national wiſdom and virtue _ 
formed a ſtrong barrier againſt that 
anarchy and confuſion which was, 
and always will be, apprehended 
from the interpoſition of the people, 
at large, with Government. The 
People have often been tem pted, by 
the enemies to the eſtabliſhed autho- 
rities of the nation, to lay ſiege to 4 
this excellent barrier, and whenever A 
they 
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they ſucceed. in removing it, either 


from the force of licentiouſneſs, or 
the puſilanimity of Government, 
(as lately had like to have been the 
caſe) they will deſtroy. that conſtituy 
tion which is now our boaſt and the 
envy of other nations ; and national 
confuſion, diſgrace and ruin will 
ſucceed to that good order and mild 
government, which, until chen, will 
be the honor and pride of this na- 
tion. i eg A 


— 


Wu x the conſtituent body have 


performed this temporary, formal 


and neceſſary act of delegation, then 


the natural right of the people at 


large, or. rather, as I have ſhewn, 


their temporary conſtituent right, 1s 


done away intirely ; and, by conſe- 


quence, the People, or the collective 
body have no right whatever to 
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Judge of legiflation and government; 
becauſe their whole power, after ſuch 
a formal — 1 delega- 


wa —— | 

THE people of this free country. 
if it can be ſtrictly qualified free, 
when. it appears that the legiſlature 
is as abſolute as any Monarch what- 
ſoever; I ſay, the People (who often 
quit the ſubſtance for the ſhadow, 
and leave a ſolid benefit for an ima- 
ginary and deluſive advantage) are 
ſuch tree-thinkers in politics as well 
as religion, that even a bench of 
drunken porters preſume to know 
that 


(=) 


that the happy conſtitution of this 
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country conſiſts in an union of 
the three eſtates of the kingdom 
—that they muſt act jointly to act 


conſlitutionally; and that they 


are deſigned, by human wiſdom, 
to be a check upon each other, in 
order to preſerve the balance of 
national authority, which ſecures 
the rights aud intereſts of the 
people, whilſt it preſerves the va- 
rious powers in the ſtate.” This 
the excellent conſtitution of our 


country! This is the fine ſyſtem of 
government, which inſpires Britons 
with an honeſt pride, and admiring 
nations with envy of our national 


deſigning and turbulent men, 
in order to promote their own am- 


Happineſs! 


ARE we then not to regret that 


bitiou, 
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biious * party purpoſes, ſhould, 
under an artful pretence of public 
virtue, make falſe and fruitleſs diſ- 


tinctions, and deſtroy the ſecurity 
with the confidence of the people, 
by creating real from imaginary 


danger! 1 41 r 


F 


J 


Government, who, are called the 
| Minority, are continually alarming 


; the people, and rouſing them from a 


ſtate of perfect ſecurity, in the prin- 


\ ctþlez of Adminiſtration, to a ſenſe 
of approaching danger. Not con- 


tent with the care and wiſdom of 
that conſtitution} which is. fo much 
1 their boaſt, they will, whenever their 
party purpoſes require it, break 
through the order of things, and act 
"30 contrary to the legal authorities of 


By. 


the ſtate as inconſiſtent with their 


OWN 


N Tux ſpeakers and writers againſt 


(63 
own intereſt and national happineſs; 
which can only be preſerved by the 
exerciſe of thoſe powers which they 
greatly abuſe by the groſſeſt miſre- 
preſentations. 


Wx have always been told, and I 
believe we ſhall always hear it in a 
free ſtate, © That the Crown en- 
* croaches on the ſacred rights of 
c the people.” This is an inex- 


hauſtible fund of argument on the 


popular ſide of the queſtion ; and ſo 
far as it tends to awaken us to a due 


ſenſe of public virtue, it is not only 
excuſable but commendable; be- 
cauſe as it then ariſes from a jealouſy 
natural to a free and ſpirited people, 
fo it has a tendency to confine, 
within due bounds, the three-com- 
ponent-parts of the conſtitution. 
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"A Mor vn like this leads to pub= 
lic virtue; but ſuch national virtue 


is, at preſent, made a mere pretence 


of a factious and turbulent Minori- 
ty; ſince the real love of their 
country, and the moſt loyal attach- 
ment to their excellent Sovereign, 
inſtead of inſpiring energy into their 
minds, ard animating them to ex- 
tinguiſh the flames of rebellion, and 
to ſuppreſs popular deluſion, is 


groſsly abuſed by the enemies of Go- 


verament; as will evidently appear 


by the following remarkable in- 
: Nance, 


PorULaAr declaimers tell us that 
The Crown encroaches on the 
rights of the people — that the 
* encroachment is rapid and of the 
molt alarming tendency ; as it 
threatens to ſwallow up 1 au. 

© thority, 


La) 


FF 


LA 


„ 
n thority, to annihilate their liber- 
re ties, and to reduce them to the 
% worſt of ſlavery —paſſive obedience 
« and non-refiſtance. And yet, 
while they” deſcribe the powerſul 


cauſe, and terrify us with the dread- 


ful conſequences, they, in the ſame 
breath, abſurdly maintain that the 
people at large (after delegating their 


whole conſtitutional power, and di- 


veſting themſelves of every degree 
of authority in the community) can 
re- aſſume it as often as they pleaſe; 


nay, what is ſtill more prepoſterous, 


that they have a natural, conſtitu- 
tional and unqueſtionable right, not 
only to decide upon the conduct of 
their own ſhare of legiflation, but 
allo to decide upon that of the other 
two eſtates, or component parts of 
the conſtitution; and to become 
party, judge and jury in the manage- 
D | ment 
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1 
ment of the whole authority of the 


nation. 


2 
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\ Hencs it is evidenc that while 
they artfully alarm us with the pre- 


tended dangerous encroachments of 


he Crown, they daringly encroach 
on the avowed conſtitutional powers 
of the other two eſtates of the 


Kingdom; ; by claiming to judge, 
/ without any colour of law or right, 


on which this pretended popular 


f 
} 


: 
A 
q 
\ 
4 
\ 
b 
1 
1 
22 
\ 
\ 
\ 
41 
. 
\ 
1} 
N 
a 
= 
\ 
\ 


juriſdiction can be founded. 


I wrsH, for the ſake of conſiſtency 
and good order, and for the credit 
of our national underſtanding, that 
the Minority, who are ſo very 
tenacious of the rights of the people, 


them, would be pleaſed to remem- 
ber that the Crown and the Peers 


1 


and ſo fearful of encroachments upon 


have 
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have each, at leaſt, an equal right 
and intereſt to be tenacions of their 


ſhare of the conſtitution; and that 
it is equally dangerous, unjuſt, and 


unconſtitutional, ta exceed the 


bounds of the people's power, as 
it would be, in either of the other 


eſtates of the Kingdom, to encroach 


on popular privileges, 
FR] | 
Tux Majeſty of the people, fo 
much talked of, is an imaginary 
exiſtence, and a phraſe to which na 
preciſe idea is affixed, Where is the 
Majeſty of the people—where the 


Vox Populi, after they have conſti- 


tutionally, and during a time, irre- 
vocably delegated the whole of their 
power in the conſtitution to repre- 
ſentatives of their own choice, with- 
out the ſmalleſt legal reſtriction or 


reſervation? 
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\ TI E 1 aſſert that The 
C queſtion, at this important and 


55 critical juncture, is not who has 
« a right to do this or that? Every 


Iman has a right to ſave the ſtate! 
This deluſive doctrine they corro- 
borate. by a paſſage from Sidney's 
diſcourſe on Goverment, © that in 


5 caſes of emergency every man is a 


| „ Magiftrate, and who beſt knows 


« the degrees of danger, -and the 
7 means of preventing it, has a 77ght 
co call the people to an affembly.” 


8 


/ fave of paiiion and party prejudice 


\ C 

artſul colouring, and the viſionary 
Erne ol deſigning Members of the 
ommunity vho affect to be the 
adviſers and leaders of the people. 


8 


. 


? 3 | y 3 | ; " { . : 
Any man who is not the abject 


an ealily diſcover the fallacy, the 


hele men, while they pretend to, 
give 
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19 
give wholeſome advice and to guard 
the State-Veſſel from rocks, ſhoals, 


and quickſands, uſe every endeavor 


to run her aſhore, that they may en- 
rich themſelves by the ſpoil of the 
wreck, E | 


Tux preſent times, in point of 


popular infatuation, may be com- 


pared to thoſe of ignorance and 


fanaticiſm ; for really one would be 


inclined to think that ſome people 
are determined to do as much miſ- 
chief, by diffuſing mexims of politi- 
cal-anarchy as their anceſtors did, 
by propagating religious-enthu- 
fiaſm. 1 


HyrOcRITT Es in politics, as well 
as in religion, are dangerous ſub- 
jects; and a furious zeal for church 
or ſtate forebodes no good to either. 


It 
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It is a weakneſs of the human heart 
which can only be removed by a 
ſpirited exertion of national wiſdom 
22 virtue. 5 
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Jr is hs yi it Oe to be the 
character of Goverment to perſevere 
with firmneſs in neceſſary meaſures, 
and to defeat the effect of doctrines 
pernicious to ſociety ; ; doctrines 
which, by confounding the order 
and miſtaking the nature of things, 
ſe retly attempt to undermine the 
neceſſary, the juſt authorities of 
the late; and to deſtroy the ſecurity 
| and happineſs of the ſubject; although 
they are ſo inſeparably connected, that 
e ſhakes the authority of 

wernment convulſes the ſtate and 
endangers the deareſt rights of the 
pFople | 


I nave 


6 

1 Avr ſaid it is the duty, as well 
as the character of Adminiſtration 
to perſevere in every neceſſary mea- 
ſure and operation of Government; 
becauſe it is neceſſarily expected that 
the great executive power of the 
ſtate ſhall faithfully, and with be- 
coming national ſpirit, put into exe- 
cution the meaſures concerted by the 
legiſlative authority, for the various 
purpoſes of the nation. To be di- 
verted from that great deſign by the 
arts of a Faction, would be a want 
of ſpirit to execute, and a want of 
fidelity to the legiſlature; whoſe 
wiſdom would be diſappointed by 
the timidity of thoſe in whom Go- 
vernment confides. It is the buſi- 
neſs of Miniſters, under the autho- 
rity of the legiſlature, to perſiſt in 
the proſecution of every national 
object, equally regardleſs of the 
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2 Come men and of the malice 
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* "y an age ſo informed as the pre- 
ſent, and in a nation diſtinguiſhed 
ſor penetration' and public Mirtue, 
could it be thought that any man, 
in his ſenſes, would be found, 
| advance ſuch a doctrine i in the Met 
of an unnatural civil war in one 
part of the empire, as that The 
75 * queſtion 1 is not who has a right to 
do this or that, becanſe every 
7% man has an undoubted _ | 
\ 
A principle tile: this (which en- 
courages a capricious reſiſtance to 
Government and deſtroys all diſ- 
tinctions in ſociety) would be pro- 
ductive of infinite miſchief, if tlie 
doctrine were not too infamous to 
be ere and top diſgraceful to 
be 
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be avowed by any but the ſbns ol 


faction. Perhaps it is better to treat 
uch advocates with contemptuous 
ſilence; to argue with them is to 
raiſe them to an idea of their impor- 
tance; and no ſerious refutation 
ſeems neceſſary when the heart N 
impelled by the underſtanding, 
condemn the abſurdity and — 
of the principle. 


Stpxkr's idea of Government 
requires elucidation, without which 
it may be converted to the preſent 
purpoles of anarchy and confaſion, 
which being the. worſt of public 
evils, as well as the moſt galling 
kind of tyranny, we may charitably 
{ſuppoſe was not the author's mean- 
ing and deſign. When he main- 
tains that Every man is a ml 
« ſtrate upon an emergency,” he 

= ſhould 


( 34 ) 
ſhould'have laid down ſome uner- 
ring rule, by which we might aſcer- 
* that emergency: otherwiſe every 
& Falſe Alarm” raiſed by factions 
$164 deſi igning men, who are inimi- 
cal to eſtzbliſhment Government, 
might receive the conſtruction. 
N Fox inſtance: Whenever the na- 
tional rights are diſputed, and the 
power of legal Government is uſur- 
ped by: Rebels (as is now unhappily 
the caſe in America) there ariſes an 
emergency to oppoſe the common in- 
vader: of lawful authority and de- 
ſtroyer of the public peace, by giv- 
ing every poſſible aſſiſtance to the 
executive hs of "we nation. 
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Again: Whenever we are invaded 
* foreign enemies, and the conſti- 
\ tutional ahoricies of the ſtate are 
either 
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either unprepared or inſufficient to 
prevent the danger, then every good 
member of ſociety is a temporary Ma- 
giſtrate, and has a diſcretionary right 
to uſe the beſt method which virtue 
and reaſon ſuggeſt for the nn 
preſervation. 5 x ad ab 


IN every other ſenſe, apprehend, 
the doctrine of Sidney is dangerous 
and indefenſible. If it meant any 
thing more than has been deſcribed, 
J will venture to pronounce it was 
written in the ſpirit of Party-Reſiſt- 
ance, with an intention to miſlead 
the Public, and to introduce. anar- 
chy inſtead of promoting the true 
| happineſs of the people. That 

happineſs can only be ſecured by 
the eſtabliſhment of good order, 
arifing from a full confidence in Go- 


vernment, or neceſſary ſubordina- 
; tion, 
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tion, which is the ſoul of every 
eiviliſed ſtate; and by a ſpirited ex- 
ertion of the legiſlative and execu- 


tive powers of the nation, to main- 
tain good order. at home and Pro- 


mote energy abroad Without theſe 


fundamental objects of ſociety, in- 


ternal regulations would be uſeleſs, 
and external meaſures ineffectual. 
* 


Tu x emergency which creates eve- 


* 


ry good member of a free ſtate a 


; emp orary magiſtrate, is, when Go- 


vernment (the guardian of our lives, 
our liberties, and our property) 
Nands, as on a late occaſion, in need 
of that alliftance. Then it is noble, 


then it is patriotic, to offer our lives 


Burt 
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Bor we can have no idea of an 


emergency in oppoſition: to legal Go- 
vernment; for an oppoſition to Ad- 


miniſtration is a refiſtance to the 


legiſlative and conſtitutional autho- 
rities of the ſtate, of which Govern- 


ment is only the agent or executive 


power. Such an idea is a perfect 
ſoleciſin. It is contrary to the na- 
ture of things, and inconſiſtent with 
every principle of good order. 

Warn the Regal Poser, exceed- 
ing the bounds of its authority, and 


miſtaking its true intereſt, invaded 


** the fundamental conſtitution of 


the realm” hiſtory furniſhes us 


with a precedent for the direction of 


our conduct. But whenever the three 


eſtates of the Kingdom preſerve the 
conſtitutional equilibrium, which is 
now happily the cafe, then Admini- 

| ſtration, 


(6 


ſtration, (the great executive power, 
authoriſed by the legiſlature) ought 
to be ſupported; and as the eſta- 
bliſhed Government is the ſecurity 
of the ſubjects of every well regu- 
lated, ſtate, it cannot be oppoſed 
without ſhaking the foundation of 
that ſecurity, and. endangering the 
property and den intereſts of the 


Ker | 


— 


\ X | | ata 46 
Frox theſe premiſes it is fair to 
infer, that the deluded men who 
clog the machine of Government, 
by throwing obſtacles in the way of 

dminiſtration, are the worſt ſubb 
jects of a King who prides him- 
elf in the greatneſs, and rejoices in 


_ 2 of his people. 
i 
ALTHOVGH this is, perhaps, the 


* 
mot critical ſituation in which this 
country 
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country ever ſtood, yet we have not, 
in my apprehenſion, ſo much to fear 
as is generally dreaded from foreign 
enemies: our danger and, by conle- 
quence, our fears are chiefly: dome- 
| ftic. The principal misfortune we 
have to cope with is domeſtic trea- 
chery and confuſion. Whenever 
we are true to ourſelves and united 
in the cauſe of public virtue, we 
| ſhall be able to contend with any 
foreign enemies, whom either reſtleſs 


ambition or jealouſy may induce to 


diſturb our national tranquility. 
But, unhappily for this country! the 
treacherous voice of domeſtic ſedi- 
tion, and the infectious breath of 
party-rage are cankering the minds 
of many of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 


and fo great is the unhappy delu- 


ſion, that if a proper remedy be not 
ſpeedily applied, it will, I fear, 
weaken 


— — 


— * 8 24 5 PrP. FOOT A 
l 2 — 2 6 ” RR : 2992 SY. ISAS. : 
y FY 1 $ , - — - v * „ 7 
” * £ - . 
* a — — = 4 — a — — — — - — 12 * . . — -o-- — - 
5. » . : 20" þ << r *. — — FI — — 22 — - — — o - — tw tb. — 
0 8 2 - -S 8 — — don 3 2 ———— — —— P - 
Sac ib por een prot tt rn nee gr yp —_— _ - —_ LE RY D : 
N wb - — EE IEICE > — Ä — — 8 


e 
3 ng 2 


— 


* 


W * r 2 
— — N 
: 22 7 


— > 


( —ͤ CR EO AREA CIO ET ITY IX >> . FE me oe KO Eo ESD . 2 — EC . = 2. — 4 
* = 8 "Pr * if 2 hop u A are. * 1 y WW 5 4 S <a * * 2 
. — — —2 4 I * 


4 
4a 
kg 
+ 
0 
Fa 
#: 
* 
fe 
13H 
&1 
4 
** 
1 r 
* 
ny 
2 
| 
7 . 
* 
I 
186 
o 
v8 
DL - 
"4 
1 
4 
1 
1 
14 
$2 
= 
2 
4 
4; 
by 
. 
pr 
*, 
P 
55 
bet 
bs! 
2 
1 
+ 
I} 
q 
«4 
A 
4 * 
4 
+ . 
4s 
* 
i 
* 
%A 
3 
"QT 
A 
* 
. 
* 
9 „ 
% 
1 
* 
ju 
44. 
- «44 
os 
4 
* 
1 
11 
ve 
* ; 
WA 
1 
0 
+ 
ig 
19 
a4 
Y 
1 
** 
* 
3 
N 
; J 
3 
de 
17 
13 


( 49 ) 
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'PiyStorans g r mat 1 0 know 
a diſorder of the natural body is 

ts advance half-way towards an 


effectual cure.” Upon this pliy- 


fi ical principle, which is founded on 
realon and experience, Ido not 
deſpair, dangerous as the national 
diſorder is, at preſent, to ſee a pen 
fect cure; for a doubt cannot be 
formed. of our. thorough acquain- 
tance with the nature and progreſs 


of the political diſorder; ſince much 


diſcerument is not requiſite to diſ- 
cover that the artful pretenders to 
patriotiſim are the Falſe-American- 

Prophets, who with their pernicious 
dodrines, have poiſoned the minds 
of the refileſs part of His Majeſty” 8 


* on both ſides the Atlantic, 


and 


. 9 =” 


()) 


ancl involved us in all the evils of a 
civil and foreign war; and who en- 
couraged the unnatural rebellion, 
which, they {fill continue to foment, 


in order to reap advantages from 


the general conſuſion occaſioned by 
their fatal influence. 


1 * 


Tars falſe, this inſidious Pa- 


triotiſm, which, with uncommon 


induſtry, has lately circulated ſo 


many FALSE ALARMS, to betray us 
to domeſtic foes and foreign ene- 
mies, is the cauſe of all our pretent 
national misfortunes; and if there 
be not a doubt of the caule of our 
political diſorder, if it be obvious 
to every thinking and unprejudiced 
mind, I hope that men of ſenſè and 
virtue will unite to oppoſe the con- 
tagion of popular deluſion before 


it be too late to apply an effectual 
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remedy to the alarming impoſitions 


and encroachments of FA cT TON. 

| Bur how can we expect to cruſh 
rebellion and to ſilence ſediti n 
while the authors and abettors of a 
civil war and of domeſtic confuſion 


are, in the moſt public manner, ſuffer- 


ed to increaſe, and toprotract the na- 


tional calamity to which they have 


given riſe? 
| 

. TED 
Tux lenity of our Govern- 
ment, which other nations would 
eſteem a ſingular bleſling, is to 
us a real misfortune, For the 
ruth of this obſervation I appeal to 


| . 
every man. of experience. Would 


any other ſtate ſuffer its own ſubjects 
to ſow, and boldly foſter the ſeeds of 
rebellion in one part of the nation, 
and of ſedition in another, in open 
defiance to the Government under 
which they live? The idea is pre- 
| poſterous; 


rt 


1 0) 1 — Fen . 


Ta 


poſterous; and it muſt be matter of 
infinite aſtoniſhment to Europe that 
this enlightened nation, ever proud 
and watchful of its conſtitution, 
could, at any time, be ſo relaxed in 
its Government as to cheriſh in her 
boſom the unnatural promoters of a 
civil war, and of domeſtic confuſion, 


deſtructive to its national W 


and intereſt. 


Ix truth, the ſtate ſeems, at pre- 
ſent, forgetful of the great principle 
of ſelf· preſer vation; it abſurdly and 
contrary to the policy of all civilized 
ſttates, leaves at large the daring diſ- 
turbers of the public tranquility. 


HERE it will be obſerved that 
Tam for applying the ax to the root 
of the tree, Evils ſhould be radically 
cured, Remove the cauſe and the 
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effect will ceaſe, It is an application 
which neceſſity preſcribes, but ſtrictly 
conſonant with the moſt enlarged 
ideas of liberty. Lam a real friend 
to the liberty of the people; but as 1 
ain tenacious: of their rights I with 


| they may not be abuſed for fear they 


ſhould be forfeited; ſince nothing is 


Able that operates contrary to the 
wellare of the community. Even 


Magna Marta, and the Bill of 
Bac are often popular Wenne. 


- 
. 


As this 3 18 bot 5 uns 
Lei IL. wiſh. to be. underſtood, 
? they. are deluſions hen held 


— 


out by party writers as, the lacred 
and unalterable rights of the people. 
F qrevery thiug chat is the cx EAT URN 
wha power, be. the. power. what it 
will, is alterable by it; if not rotally, 
at leaſt ſo as to render it precariqus 


and 


ce 
wa t 


( 4s ) 
and deluſive. In ſupport. of this 
opinion I beg leave to quote the 
words of a ſenſible modern writer 
on the conſtitution of England. 


III venture to affirm that 
«© Magna Marta may at any time 
* be altered by Parliament, per- 
« fectly conſiſtent with the princi- 
< ples of free government, when 
© they ſhall find an alteration will 
be conducive to the public g good. 
0 Neither is the Bill of Rights leſs 


liable to alteration. For Magna 


Charta as yell as the Bill of Rights 
vc are nothing more than agreements 
between the King and the People; 
„and being adapted to the ſtate of 
political matters, at the time when 
* they were made, they are, of 
00 courſe, liable to frequent altera- 
tions. They are the creatures of 

Parliament 
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( 46 ) 
& Parliament and on Parliament 
Wiſhes exiſtence depends. And as 
* they are of a changeable. nature, 


3 1 
1 


— | 
— 


1 fo they are neceſſarily liable to 


— alterations, according to 
the fluctuation of en mat- 


"| 
**/ters.” 
] 


\ 

| Tux truth is, unerring wiſdom 
ne (a wiſdom, I may add, with- 
out diſreſpect, not to be found in 
Kings and Parliament) ſhould be 


employed to enact irreyocable and 


unalterable decrees. The rights of 


al ſubjects, however free, are, there- 
re, in a great meaſure conditional 


and temporary. They are intended, 
as 1 in reaſon they ought, to be ſub- 
ſervient to the general good; and 


popular privileges ought no longer 
to ſubſiſt than they are found, by 


the | legiſlature, to have that falutary 
effect. 


| This 


( 47 ) 

THa1s9 is the great principle of 
civil ſociety, which ought not to 
ſuffer local rights or partial privileges 
to militate againſt the authority and 
Intereſt of the ſtate. And ſince our 
boaſted liberty is founded on our 
national virtue, and can only exiſt 
with it, I hope the latter will never 
be extinguiſhed; I truſt it will in- 
creaſe in proportion as we value 6 
great a bleſſing. | 


CHEcKks to controul, or inſtitu- 
tions in favor of the people were 
local and conditional. But, whether 
they had their foundation in neceſſity, 
caprice, or virtue, it cannot be 
doubted but that they were to exiſt 
no longer than they were found con- 
ducive to the great ends of civil 
order and legiſlation, that is, the 
general ſecurity and welfate. 


Every 
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 *Every principle, therefore, of 


virtue and honor — every private 
motive and public conſideration, 
makes me an avowed enemy to 
, icentiouſneſs, or the proſtitution of 
freedom, by artful and deſigning 


men, who, under a ſpecious pretence 


of doing efſevtial good to the na- 


tion, are the authors of all our mis- 
ſortunes. be 
* 


i 


—— 


\Ir is ſtrangely ſuppoſed, by ſome 
men, that as we are a free people, 


| et have liberty to ſay and do what 


we pleaſe, But can any thing be ſo 


1 as this idea of national 


f reedom? It is founded on the 


3 ablurdity, the grofleſt error. 
Our conſtitutional liberty does not 


4 9 : 7 8 
authoriſe national licentiouſhets; 


much leſs does it juſtify an avowed 
ppoſiion to Government, and to 
TEX the 
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(49: ) 
the intereſt and ſecurity of the ſtate 
in time of civil and foreign war. 


My zeal for the liberty of the 
preſs, (a diſtinguiſhing feature of a 
free Government,) leads me to la- 
ment the enormous abuſes to which 
it ĩs perverted. Deteſted be the policy 
of Rate chat narrows and enervates it 
by unfit and arbitrary reſtrictions ! 

* It is a ſpeck in the eye of the eon · 
* ſtitution, and ſhould be touched 
„% with a trembling hand.” Here, 
however, I muſt indulge myſelf in ag 
wiſh to ſee every / encouragement 
given to a fair and .candid {pirit/of 
political diſquiſition ; every mark of 
infamy and contempt affixed to the 
intemperate effuſions of abandoned - 


8 I Would 


* 


| I þ | | | : | 
KW — 2 — = WITT RE — COTE 


; 
E 
- 
* 
4 
ol 
. 
"# 
AY i 
A 
105 4 
«4 
ks 
} 
«x 
i 
* . 
1 
3 
. 
N b 
3 
CY 
* . 
ken 
4 
12 
* 4 
WE. 
8 
LA 
9 <Y 
4 


444 — were oe - renn 
. ny ep 3 T4 
Dn = — OY ——ä— a —— Iv" AI EEE — 


CD 
LwoVLD be the laſt man to vio- 
s . the conſtitution of my country 
ſo eſſentially as to wiſh to deprive 
my compatriots of the ſmalleſt 


of their privileges. I hope 


they may have ſenſe and virtue 
enough not to abuſe the happineſs 
- dhey enjoy under a very mild Go- 
1 vernment— not to convert the bleſ- 
fings of liberty to the curſes of li- 
centiouſneſs „ which is a fruitful ſource 
of public diſorder. As nothing but 
the abuſe of national liberty can de- 
prive them of their conſtitutional 
. ſo it will be intirely their 
own fault if any of them ſhould ever 
** Foriciced.. 1 | 


| Tas ee oppobiiion. to nf 
vernment can be productive of no 
| good, nor anſwer any other purpoſe 
ee an to encourage the miſchief they 
have 


Was 


(5) 
have occaſioned, and, like Sampſon, 
involve themſelves ' in the general 
cataſtrophe of their deluded and a 
happy . 150 


3 g E * 9 


INS T EAD 1 declaring their ab- 


horrence of rebellion againſt the au- 


thority of their country, and the moſt 


amiable of Sovereigns; and inſtead 
of lending their aſſiſtanee to quench 


the flames of a civil war, and bring 
our domeſtic foes back to a ſenſe of 
their duty and intereſt; theſe pre- 
tended friends to the nation (for it 
is a mere pretence indeed) expoſe 
our vulnerable part in the moſt pub- 
lic and inflammatory manner, not 
only to our ſubjects in open rebel- 
lion, but alſo to our natural ene- 
mies, that they may take the advan- 
tage of our ſituation; and inſtead of 
aſſiſting the executive power of the 


G2 ſtate, 
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late, they act the contrary, by mi 

guiding the people, and firengthent 
ing ing the hands both of domeſtic and 
foreign enemies, in proportion as 
| | they oppoſe the deſigns and weaken 
1 che 1 wg e ee og eo | 
4. - 

75 Tur a ppi of trrtrl⸗ 
is NING is in the true ſtile of Cer- 
vantes. It is equally ridicubous and 
unconſtitutional - To affociate after 
delegating rheir power to Repre- 
/ ſentatives is illegal; and to petition 
\ 5 Authority which they affect to 
| condemn is ahſurd. To countenance 
5 the ſpirit of petitioning would mili- 
tate againſt their ſenſe of tliings and 
| e authority. To impeach their 
5 /almye is an attack upon their heads 
and hearts, and io expect compli- 
5 ance would be expecting their ac- 
i knowledgment. 
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K 230 
knowledgment of their on culpa ö 
bility or incapacity, —& 


Io hear the petitions, which have 
been artſully extorted by the Mino- 
rity; as batteries againſt the Mini- 
ſtry, would acknowledge a power in 

the people which they do not poſſeſs; 

and to grant their requeſt would be 
condemning their own conduct, and 
ſacrificing their own intereſt and au- 
thority, THER 


_ Trrxxx never was a greater ſpirit 
of deluſion and infatuation than the 
preſent. The deſign is illegal and 
the tendency abſurd, Let us, there. 
tore, hope, for the dignity of the 
repreſentative body, and for the true 
intereſt of their conſtituents, that 
1 ridiculous attempt will meet 

with 
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; ITY a ſpirited reception and a total 
defeat. | IRE: FRY 
; | | 
. Ir Miniſters, who are not infal- 
ible, ſhould be miſtaken, it is as 
much the intereſt as it is the duty 
of the people to point out the error 
with a degree of good ſenſe and can- 
dor, that diſcovers a wiſh to promote 
and not to delay the neceflary mear 
4 ſures of Government. It is a duty 
incumbent on His Majeſty's ſubjects = 
to give all the aſſiſtance in their 
power to Adminiſtration, whenever 
| Miniſters are engaged in meaſures of 
national importance; and when they 
/ endeavor, as in the preſent ſituation 
of public affairs, by every legal and 
1 wiſe method, to preſerve the dig- 
nity of the Crown and the welfare of 
1 che community; which, when right- | 
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I underſtood, are inſeparable ob 
jects of a free ſtate. 


To act upon the ſtrange principles 
of the Minority would be the greateſt 
proof of national inconſiſtency and 
puſilanimity. To acknowledge the 
independency of rebels, and to ſub- 
mit to the diſgraceful conditions 
which Oppoſition adviſe, would be 
the greateſt ' ſacrifice not only of our 
intereſt but of our national charac- 
ter, which would be for ever diſ- 
graced by ſo precipitate and daſtard- 
ly a neon. 


TH EIn plan of Oeconomy in the 
departments of the ſtate (merely for 
the purpoſe of embarraſſing Govern- 
ment) is as weak as their American 
conduct is reprehenſible. The pre- 
ſent ſpirit of petitioning is a * Falſe 


« Alarm” 
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Alarm? raiſed on purpoſe” to in⸗ 
: fame the minds of the people 


| againſt His Majeſty's Government; 
. hät; by anarchy and confuſion; they 


may promote their own party pur- 
: Baer a . rhe en of the # public 
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* Tax ION hte” or " bel 
of ſedition is rung throughout he 
Kingdom, to call the people to. an 
* Aſſembly, without either a cauſe. or 
: a: "conſtitutional / authority. Theſe 


ſeditious alarms, which; like conta- 
gion, are infecting the people, are 
calculated to create a general diſ- 
content and an- univerſal ſpirit of 
petitioning to promote the cauſe of 
UN PORT UxATEIIT for the peti- 
tioners the remedy militates againſt 


the inlereſt and authority of the 
power 


68 


power to which they appeal! The 
idea 1 is, therefore, as abſurd as the 
ſpirit of aſſembling is illegal and re 
prehenſible. And, were it not in- 
conſiſtent with their intereſt, it would 
be incompatible with conſtitutional 
authority to countenance a ſpirit of 
aſſembling in the people, to inter- 
pole in matters of legiſlation and 
government, which is of the moſt 
dangerous tendency, by deſtroying 
ſubordination and good order, and 
eſtabliſhing anarchy and confuſion 
upon the ruins of conſtitutional Go- 
vernment. For although the Go- 
vernment of a free ſtate cannot be 
too diligently watched, it may be too 
haſtily accuſed; and though private 
judgment is every man's right, yet 
we cannot judge of what we do 
Not know. 
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© Every artifice of ſedition has 


been practiſed to awaken diſcontent 


and inflame indignation. The pa- 
pers of every day have been filled 
with the exhortations and menaces 
of faction. The madneſs has ſpread 
through all ranksand through both 
ſexes. But if infatuation be, as the 
proverb tells us, the forerunner of 
deſtruction, how near muſt be the 
ruin of a nation that can be incited 
againſt its Governors by deluſion 
like this. The ſophiſtry by which 


the Minority invite the people to 


aſſemble and ro petition is equally 
abiurd and dangerous. It is in 


principle ſubverſive of the eonſtitu- 


tion, and in effect deſtructive of eſta- 


2 bliſhed Government and the ſecurity 


and happineſs of the people. It is 
a bareſaced attack upon the under- 
landing and virtue of the nation by 

©: appealing 


18 

appealing from the Parliament to 
the rabble, and inviting thoſe, who 
ſcarcely, in the moſt common affairs, 
diſtinguiſh right from wrong, to 
judge of the general principles of 
Government, and to direct in mat- 
ters of which they are totally igno- 
rant, and for which they have no 
conſtttutional authority. 


So forbid that the collective 
body of the people, or the commu- 
nity at large, ſhould ever have ſach 
a legal power! And God forbid that, 
having no ſuch power, the repreſen- 
tative body ſhould be ſo weak and 
unworthy of their great truſt, as to 
ſuffer the exerciſe of ſo illegal and 
dangerous an authority, as that of 
the people's interfering, as often as 
they pleaſe, with the legiſlative and 
executive powers! 
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As to National oconomy, it 
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2 0 ; 0 | 2 1 
Hee ried nnd ů — 


\ more defirable than dae in in 


\ an age of luxury. Admitting the 
principle to be good the operation 

| Is unjuſt'with regard to individuals, 
\ andineffectual withreſpecttothe ſtate. 


{ It would be a greater national acqui- 
| fition, and a nobler object of the 


2 to give every poſſible 
| aſſiſtance to Government for pro- 


moting the glory and wealth of the 
ation, than to narrow the channels 
to which they neceſſarily flow. 
The effects of OEcONOMux are flow, 


me en re nog A 
2178 325 


3 


f great and expenſive Empire. The 
SAVINGS, however magnified, will be 


trifling when compared to the ad- 
| vantages which will ariſe from a 


| ſpirited exertion of the people to 


g allſt Government. in order to pre- 


ſerve 


Ane the ultimate operation very ina- 
; | dequate to the vaſt purpoſes of a 


; 
U 


( 61 ) 
ſerve our political and commercial 
intereſts, and to render us an happy, 


Muc will be due to the virtue 
and ſpirit of Parliament fot checking 
a dangerous idea of popular conſe- 
quence - and authority, For the 
people have no power whatever to 
convene aſſemblies for redreſſing of 


either imaginary or real grievances. 


Of imaginary it would be abſurd. 
Of real it would be illegal. For the 
only appeal, in the latter caſe, lies 
with the conſtituent body to their 


reſpective repreſentatives, and from 


them to the whole repreſentative 
body aſſembled in Parliament. 


I Have ſhewn that the people at 
large have no authority whatever, 
alter delegating their whole intereſt 
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„ 
in legiſlation to repreſentatives; their 
27 in the conſtitution being con- 
fined to the conſtituent body; and 
that the conſtituent authority ſleeps 
during its delegation to their repre- 
ſentatives in the great national 
aſſembly. If this be admitted (and 
1 believe the moſt furious partiſan 
the Minority will not deny it) 
chere can be no legal aſſembly, for 
national purpoſes, but the conſti- 
tutional aſſembly of repreſentarion. 
The means, "Hedordfs'” which are 
| how uſed to aſſemble the people are 


nlegal, and truly alarming to the 
authorities of the ſtate. The princi- 


ple is as weak as the meaſure is un- 
j 


f neceſſary and dangerous to good 
: order and eſtabliſhed Government. 
4 For while the Minority complain of 
che encroachments of the Crown and 
ofa dangerous influence, they, by 


e Falſe 


1 
« Falſe Alarms, are themſelves 
guilty of encroachments and uſur- 
pations, by exerciſing an authority 
which does not belong to the com- 
munity at large. 


As a further proof of this will be bold 
to affirm that the Sheriffs, who have 
imprudently called the people to an 
aſſembly in their reſpective counties, 
have diſcovered great ignorance of 
their juriſdictions; and having no 
authority, upon ſuch an occaſion, to 
convene the people, they have act- 
ed illegally and reperhenſively; and 
that they are liable to a proſecution 
at the ſuit of the Crown, and to repre- 
henſion in a Court of Juſtice either 
for miſtaking or abuſing their au- 
thority. 
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js confined to judicial matters, hav- 
ing nothing to do with the Holiticai 
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L iction, except for the tempo- 
rary purpoſe of chooſing repreſen- ' 
tatives. The Lord-Lieutenants and 
Cuſtos Rotulorums are, in other 
a(ſes, the proper officers for the ci- 


vil and. military purpoſes of their 


reſpective counties. They and they 
only have authority to convene the 

le for the civil and military 
purpoſes of the nation, upon an 


emergency; not a pretended one, but 


ſuch an emergency as I have de- 


ſeribed, and ſuch as, thank God! 


docs not, at preſent, exiſt. 


115 | | | 
f | | 
"Ix caſes of election the Sheriff is 


the ſummoning and returning of- 


for. When he has diſcharged his 


duty, as the t and laſt to act, his 


# 232 7 2 * 
political exiſtence intirely ceaſes 


until a vacancy happens to renew 
the exerciſe of his authority. 


i, 


* 
[1 | Ul > 
F 


3 
_ - Ir, therefore, requires but an or- 
dinary capacity, and a very. little 


knowledge of things, to perceive. 
that the Sheriff, after the choice of 
the conſtituent body and his return 


of the perſon choſen, to Parliament, 
can have no conſtitutional exiſtence ; 
that is, no legal power to convene 
the people to an Aſſembly as often 
as caprice directs or the purpoſes * 
r require. 


THE power of the people being 
delegated, and the authority of the 
returning officer ceaſing with that 
delegation, the Sheriff cannot, but at 
his own riſk, call the people to an 


Aſſembly, to conſult about the af- 
fairs ofthe nation; which are, by the 


conſtitution and their delegation, 
placed in the hands of their repre» 
lentatives. 


I! Upon 
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ppen this principle of the conſti- 
8 which is ſo manifeſt that the 
leaſt informed cannot be ignorant, 
the Sheriff acts not officially but con- 
trary to the nature of his office, and 
at his peril, whenever he ventures to 
call the people together, except for 
the legal purpoſe I. I have mentioned. 

. 


„ . that motive and au- 
chority his conduct muſt neceſſarily 
be illegal and unconſtitutional, be- 
cauſe it is both unneceſſary and un- 
authoriſed. What is contrary to the 
coniſtitution is a violation of it. This 
violation, wlulſt it tends to ſubvert 
the eſtabliſhed Government, is an 

ſult to the underſtanding and an 

utrage to the authority ofthe repre- 
entative body. For while they are 
legally choſen, upon the e principles 


of 


('& ) 
of the conſtitution, to aſſemble the 
people (who have delegated their 
power) to conſult about the affairs 
of the ſtate, and interpoſe in the 
juriſdiction of the Commons in Par“ 
liament aſſembled, is ſuch an irregu- 
larity, and, in my apprehenſion, 
ſuch a crime againſt the peace and 
authority of the nation as ſaps the 
foundation of Government and en- 
dangers the ſuperſtructure. 


IT is, therefore, manifeſt, that the 
conduct of ſuch Sheriffs as (regard- 
leſs of their conſtitutional authority,) 
are illegally induced, either fromigno- 
rance or party motives, to convene 
the people to an aſſembly, at an im- 

proper time, that is, when there is 
no vacancy of a repreſentative in 

their juriſdictions, are criminal, for 

I 2 ſubverting 
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(468) 
ſubverting the aut hority and en- 


| dangering the peace and oY of. 
the inte. 


AND fines the Came have 
given ſtrong marks of their diſplea- 
ſure to ſuch Sheiffs as have acted 


wrong in matters of Election, there 


is every reaſon to believe the great 
conſtitutional aſſembly of the nation 
will ſupport their own dignity and 
preſerve the conſtitution and the 
PEACE of the community by advert- | 
ing to the conduct of ſuch Sheriffs as 
mall be found to abuſe their autho- 
rity, and to uſurp a power of calling 
the people together, when there is 
no legal occaſion for it, and when, 

ently, they can have no 
conſtitutional authority for conven- 
ing them, 


Buy 


669) 
Zur ſince, in this alarming caſe, 
vhich is not directly before the 
honorable Houſe, the repreſentative 
body may ſhew their diſpleaſure but 
have not the power to act judicially: 


and ſince alſo the upper aſſembly of 


the nation have no ſuch authority, 
let us hope for the peace of the pub- 
lic, for the honor of Parliament, aud 
the credit of Government, that the 
Crown will take proper cognizance 
of this miſtaken authority of the 
Sheriffs, and that the Attorney 
General will brin g the confi deration 


_ of their conduct into a Court of 
Juſtice. 


Howrvrn deſirable a plan of na- 
tional Oeconomy may be, in times 
of great public expence and increa- 
ſing burthens, yet while we approve 
ol che principle we cannot but lament 


that 
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E 
that it is, in a great meaſure, im- 


practicable, and, at beſt, ineffectual. 


Oeconomy in an age of luxury is an 
abſurdity in terms. It is a virtue 
more to be deſired than expected. 


It would be more practicable and 
adequate to our national purpoſes to 


ſtrengthen the hands of Govern- 
ment for increaſing our reſources of 
Tux chief pretence of theſe un- 
conſtitutional aſſociations is To 


reduce the overgrown influence 


“ of the Crown,” This can never be 
drought about by a plan of Oeco- 
nomy. For, ſuppoſing the emolu- 


ments of office were conſiderably 


reduced, the ect would be the 
ſame. The ſame number of depen- 
dents would promote the ſame pur- 
poſes whether they had one or ten 
thouſand a- year. This conſidera- 
$ tion, 


1 


6 
tion, which lies level ta an ordinary 
capacity, ſeems to have eſcaped the 
Gentlemen of the Minority, and will 
place their attempt, to reduce, by 
Occonomy, the great influence of 
the Crown, in a ludicrous light. 


Taz mad projectors of petition- 
ing Parliament, againſt the intereſt 
and ſenſe of their own authority, 
will do well to remember that the 
influence of the Crown cannot be 
reduced without an unhappy reduc. 
tion of our national wealth and ho- 
nor. And as no good member of 
ſociety can with for ſuch a reduction, 
ſo no friend to this nation will en- 
deavor to reduce the honor and in- 
fluence of the Crown. The Mino- 
rity ſeem to forget that, in propor- 
tion to the extent of our conqueſts, 
and acquiſitions of wealth and 
ſtrength, the ö of the Crown 


will 
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Ty) 
will neceſſarily increaſe. The terri. 
torial poſſeſſions of the Eaſt-India 
Company, whenever they become 
the property of the nation, will, 
alone, throw a greater weight of in- 
fluence in the ſcale of the Crown 
than all the reductions which the 
Minority can think of. While civil 
and military appointments increaſe 
with the magnitude of the empire, 
2 plan of national Oeconomy, that 
tends to eaſe the burthen of taxes, 
may ſhew a good heart, but, it its 
principal object is to reduce the in- 
fluence of the Crown, it will diſco- 
ver a very weak head, ens 


Fork my own part I ſhall always 
rejoice at the increaſe of the influ- 
ence of the Crown, as it will con- 
vince me of the increaſing wealth 
and grandeur of the nation. | 


The 


: EE 

Ty E evil which ſo much alarms the 
ple, or rather, which the Minority 
ſo often mention to frighten them · 
for the purpoſes of their own party, 
is not in the great influence of the 
Crown, nor in the conduct of Mini- 
ſters, but in the people's ſhare of the 
legiſlature, or, perhaps, in the people 


themſelves. Not in the body of the 


people (who are virtuous) but in the 
conſtituent part, who facrifice the 
intereſt of the collective body to gra- 


tily their own purpoſes, Whenever 


the repreſentatives of the people 


ſhall be pleaſed to be virtuous, which 


will be when their conſtituents have 
| ſenſe and virtue enough to make a 
Proper choice, there will be nothing 


to fear from the great influence of 


the Crown, which, being in propor- 
tion to the proſperity of the nation, 
** will 
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will always (as a natural and neceſ- 
fary conſequence) be directed to the 
ſecurity and happineſs of the people; ; 
who, therefore, have nothing to ap- 
prehend from the increaſe of the 
ſovereign power, but every thing to 
fear from the want of virtue in 
their own authority. The evil, ſo 
much complained of, does not ariſe 
from the magnitude or abuſe of the 
regal power, nor from the. people 
at large, who I allow, with infinite: 
pleaſure, are virtuous; but from a 


{ſelfiſh and mercenary principle in 
the conſtituent body; which is the 


true ſource of national corruption, 


and the real cauſe of that public 
diſſatisfaction which is unjuſtly im- 
puted to the great power of the 
Crown and to the dangerous influ- 
ence of Miniſters. 


. 


Thus 


1 
| Tuvs have I endeavored to ſhew 
what are the leading and deluſive 
principles of the men in oppoſi- 
tion to Government, called the 
MrNoRIT ; ; and to refute them, 
before the contagion of the pre- 
cept of ſome men, and the ex- 
ample of others, becomes univer- 
fal, and as deſtructive to the body 
politic as the peſtilence is to the 
body corporate. For 1 believe it 
will evidently appear to men of 


candor that the Minority wiſh to 


create diſorder that they may be 
benefited by calamities of the Pub- 
lic, and derive from national ad- 
verſity what they will never acquire 
by public virtue. 


8 THE character of the Minority 
and the temper of the people who 
3 ate 
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are of their party, are really ſingu- 


=. + or inſtance : They boaſt of 
freedom and vet encourage licen- 


| rioulneſs, which f is the bane of true 


liberty, and as ſubverſive of the 


ſecurity and happineſs of the people 
as it is inimical to eſtabliſned Go- 


vernment. Conſtitutional freedom 


| is founded. on publi ic virtue, while 
| Hicentiouſaeſs is the offspring of 
| national defection, and a deſertion 


from every prihciple of virtue and 
honor. The obligation between 
Goverhment and Society are reci- 
procal. Protection is due to the 


one, reſpect | to the other: And 
7 | 
nothing can be more reafonabfe 
than to reſpect and ſupport the 
anthority that protects us and te- 


cures che enjoyment of every thing 


dear to fociety. 


Notwith- 


(nr 


Norwirnsraxpixe che artful 


| inſinuations of deſigning men, to 
prejudice the nation againſt the ne- 
ceſſary authorities of the ſtate, it is 
manifeſt, even to an ordinary capa- 
city, that the Government and the 


people can have but one intereſt. 


The Legiſlature takes the moſt effec- 


tual meaſures to ſecure and promote 
the common intereſt, and the execu- 


tive power puts them into execution. 
To ſuppoſe, therefore, that Govern- 
ment is inimical to the liberties and 
proſperity of the people 1s too great 
an abſurdity to merit a ſerious refu- 
lation. A jealouſy of the Crown 
will appear more natural than juſt, 
when, diveſted of paſſion and party 
prejudices, the Minority confider 
that the Sovereign and the people, 


avi ing but one intereſt and one in- 
ſeparable 


i 
| 
| 
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ſeparable object of happinefs, t the 
DrcniITY of the CxoWN muſt be 
in. proportion to the PROSPERITY 
of the NaTion. And when they 
conſider that, as 1 have already ob- 
ſerved, a reduction of the influence 


of the Sovereign would manifeſtly 


Indicate the weakneſs and decay of 


the nation and, of their happineſs, 


they will not wiſh for an event ſo 


repugnant to the true intereſt of the 


* 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 
1 
| 


Fun. 


Tus ERE cannot, then, * a greater 
| abſurdity, a greater deluſion, nor a 
greater national impoſition than an 
oppoſition, like the preſent, to the 
meaſures of Adminiſtration ; which, 

by clogging the wheels of Govern- 


ment, delays the neceflary opera- 
tons of the ſtate; and, by weaken- 


ing 


4 


1 and deſtroying the effects of our 
national wiſdom, muſt often pro- 
duce events contrary to the expee- 
tations of the legiſlative and execu- 
tive powers ; and inconſiſtent with 
the dignity of the Crown and the 
i Doe of the . 


Ir, upon an occaſion ſo truly in- 
tereſting and alarming as the pre- 
ſent, in which the ſpirit of illegal 
reſiſtance and contagious ſedition is 
gone forth, my ideas of ſubordina- 
tion ſhould have the good fortune to 
be honoured with the approbation 
of the diſpaſſionate part of the 
Nation, I ſhall flatter myſelf that I 
have briefly defended the regal 
power in particular, and the con- 
ſtitutional authorities in general; 
and that I am, by conſequence, a 


real 
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